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HEART OF DOWNTOWN 
By: Breanne Durham, Executive Director 

I am very pleased to share that Beautiful 

Downtown Lewiston has been selected to 

manage the public arts component of the 

Urban Renewal Agencyôs First and Fifth 

Streets rebuild.  

 

The engineering firm behind the rebuild 

project, TD&H Engineering, included plans 

to incorporate public art as an important 

aspect of the soon-to-be new and improved 

streetscape. Included in these plans are four 

permanent public art piecesðentryway art-

work, a library focal point, library benches, 

and bicycle racksðand the creation of an art 

on-loan program. The latter will bring ap-

proximately ten different art pieces to the 

downtown corridor each year, as part of the 

rotating on-loan program which will hope-

fully find sustainable funding through re-

ceiving commission from pieces that sell 

while they are in our ñoutdoor gallery.ò To-

gether, these five elements make up the 

Lewiston Public Arts Initiative. 

 

The process for selecting these pieces has 

already begun, with the first Call for Artists 

(see below) already being distributed to a 

substantial database of artists. Each piece 

will be publicized through its own Call for 

Artists and will undergo its own selection 

process. Community involvement is ex-

tremely important to the Public Arts Initia-

tive, so Beautiful Downtown Lewiston will 

be soliciting public input for each piece.  

 

So, you may be asking yourself:  why is 

Beautiful Downtown Lewiston taking on the 

extensive work associated with the Lewiston 

Public Arts Initiative? I have to admit that I 

(briefly) asked myself that same question. 

My personal interest in art aside, I needed to 

see the value the initiative has for downtown 

businesses before fully buying into the idea. 

I know the BDL Board of Directors felt the 

same, as they carefully deliberated on the 

matter before voting to accept the challenge. 

Ultimately, stories and statistics about how 

public art has been an incredibly effective 

revitalization tool for other communities 

made the decision clear.  

 

The Lewiston Public Arts Initiative will 

bring new attention to downtown businesses 

as more local, regional, and (hopefully even) 

national art enthusiasts and cultural tourists 

visit downtown Lewiston. The pieces will 

invite vehicles to turn into the downtown 

district to see what we have to offer, high-

light our new library building, and encour-

age potential customers to get out of their 

vehicles and walk around downtown. I hope 

you, too, can see the incredible potential that 

the Public Arts Initiative will bring to the 

downtown Lewiston community! 
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CALL FOR ARTISTS: ENTRYWAY ARTWORK 
Beautiful Downtown Lewiston under the authority of the Lewiston Urban Renewal Agency is pleased to announce its call for artists for the Down-

town Lewiston Streetscape Project as part of the redevelopment of 1st and 5th Streets in Lewiston, Idaho. 

 

Over the past 20 years, Lewiston has incorporated public art into many of its capital projects and continued to do so while celebrating its Sesquicen-

tennial in 2011.  With the need to revitalize infrastructure in these two vital transportation corridors of the city, the Urban Renewal Agency has in-

cluded a multi-faceted concept for public art and artistically designed functional features.  Categories include permanent entryway artwork, creation 

of an entrance focal point for the new City library, outdoor library benches, bicycle racks and development of an art on-loan program. 

 

Lewistonôs location at the confluence of the Clearwater and Snake Rivers is significant because the Nez Perce Trail, Lewis-Clark Trail, Northwest 

Passage Scenic Byway and All-American Road all begin, end or pause at this juncture.  This call is for entryway artwork located in the 5th Street 

corridor.   5th Street is the linking corridor from the Highway 95 bypass into the heart of the historical downtown business district which was and 

still is the center for business, culture and community.  The work  is to include art on both sides of the pedestrian overpass at the intersection of 5th 

Street and the Bypass and the artist will be required to have a structural engineering certification to meet Idaho Transportation Department stand-

ards.  This requires an Idaho licensed structural engineer.  This art must be attached to existing overpass infrastructure and no additional footings 

will be allowed. A second complementary piece is to be located 6 blocks south on the southeast corner of 5th and F Streets.  Electrical power can be 

provided at either location should the artist choose to incorporate complementary lighting that would need to be coordinated.  The artist will be re-

sponsible for installation at both locations. Budget for this call is $90,000. 

 

For more information, visit http://www.downtownlewistonstreetscape.com/category/arts/. Application deadline is March 15, 2012.  

SOUPport Our Shelters 
SOUPport Our Shelters is an annual fundraising 

event for our local YWCA. Join the Y on Friday, 

February 24 for a delicious bowl of soup in sup-

port of the Sue Wheel Domestic Violence Shel-

ter and the Homeless Shelter.  

Purchase your soup tickets at the YWCA or 

Lewiston Rosauers fro $25. Your ticket includes 

all-you-can-eat soup, bread, cookies, drinks and 

of course your very own customized bowl.* 

 

Can't make it?  

No problem--we deliver  

for orders of 7 or more.  

Check out our website  

for more information  

about soup deliveries.  

 www.ywcaidaho.org  

Valentine Art Walk 
The Morganôs Alley Valentine Art Walk will 

take place on February 10th and 11th.  

Entries will be taken from 10:00 a.m.ð6:00 

p.m. on Wednesday, February 8th  at Morganôs 

Alley. 

The Art Walk starts on Friday, with refresh-

ments in the evening from 5-8 p.m., and  will 

continue from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 11. Take your sweetie out and enjoy view-

ing artwork from talented local artists.  

http://www.downtownlewistonstreetscape.com/category/arts/
http://www.ywcaidaho.org/


By: Michelle Witthaus, BDL Secretary,  

Northwest Media Productions 

Downtown Lewiston is on the 

verge of success! According to 

Roger Brooks, one of the most 

recognized and frequently 

quoted experts on downtown 

development, weôve nearly 

reached the minimum critical 

mass it takes to make down-

town a destination.  

 

After researching 400 towns 

and downtown districts in the 

U.S. and Canada, they found 

you must have a minimum of  

ten places that serve food, ten 

retail shops and ten places 

that stay open after 6:00 p.m., 

preferably entertainment. 

 

Iôm counting at least eight or 

nine places that serve food, 

coffee, pastries and confec-

tionary goodies. There are 

definitely more than ten gift 

shops, art galleries, furniture 

stores, clothing and jewelry 

stores. There are maybe seven 

or eight places that stay open 

past 6:00 p.m. 

 

Based on this theory, and 

what Iôve seen surrounding 

me, Iôm excited! Iôve seen 

some vibrant new business 

start up recently (The Locker 

Room, Seasons Bistro, Sim-

ple Eats Catering, to name a 

few). Businesses continue to 

improve their storefronts. 

First and Fifth Streets will 

soon be redesigned and re-

constructed.  

 

Things are aôchanginô. And 

theyôre changing for the bet-

ter. Iôm looking forward to 

the day when any random 

evening downtown is as busy 

as it was during Downtown 

Art Walk last fall. It WILL 

happen! 

BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN LEWISTON 

MEMBERS: 
Thank you for 
your support! 
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Morganôs Alley 

My Architect 

Port of Lewiston 

Stonebraker McQuary Insurance 

Valley Vision 

 

Business 

Advantage Advertising 

Alexander Investors 

Art and Frame at Klingôs 

ArtBeat, Inc. 

B & I Computers 

Bott & Associates 

Cannonôs Building Materials Center 

Castellaw Kom Architects 

Century 21 Price Right 

ChangePoint 

Coldwell Banker Tomlinson Assoc. 

CornerStone Interiors 

Creason, Moore, Dokken & Geidl 

D.A. Davidson 

Digital Barn Productions 

Follettôs Mountain Sports 

IdaVend Broadcasting 

Image! Design Center 

Interiors, Etc! 

Intermountain Claims 
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Jennifer Boyer 

Bridal Path 

 

Wayne Hollingshead 

Lewiston Tribune 

 

Clarice Mattoon 

Jazzyôs in Towne Square 

 

Joe Strohmaier 

Land Title of Nez Perce Co.  

Scott Trotter 

Image! Design Center 

 

Kristin Gibson 

Kristin Gibson Real Estate 

 

Brad Cannon 

Cannonôs BMC 

Ex-Officio 

 

Kristin Kemak 

Lewis Clark Valley Chamber  

Ex-Officio 

 

 

FROM THE BOARD: 

Approaching     
Critical Mass 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS 
As many of you have already experienced, and as the Lewiston Tribune reported in the Sunday 

newspaper, there is something of a ñCatch 22ò when it comes to extended store hours at down-

town businesses. Shoppers want businesses to stay open later, but businesses donôt experience 

the increased sales to warrant keeping their doors open extra hours. Events like Alive After 5, 

Shop Downtown, and the Downtown Art Walk are all working toward creating a shopping cul-

ture that alleviates this disconnect. Beautiful Downtown Lewiston will continue promoting these 

types of events, incentives to shopping downtown, and, of course, the businesses themselves. 

There is always more work to be done in this area, so if you are a downtown merchant who is 

particularly interested in this topic, please feel free to contact Beautiful Downtown Lewiston 

(Breanne@beautifuldowntownlewiston.org) to further discuss opportunities! 



Event Space To Open in Towne Square 

Downtown Lewiston will soon 

be the home of a new event and 

wedding venue in the LC Val-

ley. The Salsberg Room is 

scheduled to open in mid-

February and will be able to 

host parties of 360 people. 

The venue is located in the   

basement of Towne Square 

(504 Main Street) and is 

named after the buildingôs 

original owner. The current 

owner, Mark Alexander, is 

renovating the space which 

will be managed by          

Simple Eats Catering.  

The space will cost $700 for 

a full weekend (Friday set-

upðSunday take-down) and 

is ideal for meetings, wed-

dings, and other events. 

Call (509) 254-1620 for in-

formation and reservations.  

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 

consectetuer adipiscing elit, 

sed diam nonummy nibh  

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore erat magna aliquam 

erat volutpatut  wisi enim ad 

minim veniam, quis nostrud 

exerci tation lorem wisi  

ullamcorper. Et iusto odio te 

ignissim qui duis dolore te 

feugait nulla facilisi.  

orem ipsum dolor sit amet. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: 

Mike Cannon 
Jazzyôs in Towne Square 

Joe Hall Ford 

John Roy & Associates 

Jurgens & Co., P.A. 

K & G Construction 

KOZE AM/FM 

Keeton & Tait 

Kristin Gibson 

La Boheme 

Largentôs 

Lewiston Tribune 

Lewis Clark Recyclers, Inc.  

Linda Joyner-Jones 

Martin Insurance 

Northwest Media Productions 

Northwestern Mutual Financial 

Pacific Empire Radio 

Pacific Steel & Recycling 

Pals Sports Bar 

Printcraft Printing 

Pure Magic Media Creations 

Ridingerôs Photography 

Ronda Realtor 

St. Joseph Regional Medical Center 

Shinn Reimers 

Simple Reflections 

The Stained Glass Co. 

Sylvan Furniture 

Tri-State Outfitters 

Tom Woods Insurance 

TTJS' Inc. Boomers, CandyStore, 

Boomtown 

Twin River National Bank 

US Bank 

Wells Fargo Bank 

Zionôs Bank 

 

Non-Profit 

Community Action Partnership 

Hope Chapel 

LCSC Center for Arts & History 

LC Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Lewiston Historic Preservation  

UI Extension/Nez Perce Co. 

YWCA 

 

Friends of Downtown 
Steve Forge 

Dan & Cindi Mader 

Steve Watson 

Dennis Ohrtman 

Herb Boreson 

Bill Johnson 

Mitch Silvers 

Judy Higueria 

Linda Joyner-Jones 

Jan Durham 

Charlette & Richard Kremer 

Richard & Jeanette Morgan 

Jill Thomas-Jorgenson 

Edwin Litteneker 

Kathee Tifft 

Robanna & HenrikBrosten 

Like all of Beautiful Downtown Lewistonôs four core 

committees, the Design Committeeôs success can be 

attributed to talented professionals who volunteer their 

time in an effort to bring about positive change in their 

community. Mike Cannon is one of these people. 

 

Mike works as a Project Manager at My Architect, 

which has its office in Morganôs Alley. Along with My 

Architect owner, Tim Lynch, Mike participates in BDL 

by being an important member of the Design Commit-

tee. Mike took the lead on developing a detailed presen-

tation on streetscape elements when TD&H Engineer-

ing, the firm behind the URA First and Fifth Streets 

rebuild, asked BDL to provide input.  

 

"I volunteer for BDL because I believe that Downtown 

Lewiston has the potential to become something great,ò 

says Mike. ñI believe in Main Street USAôs Four Point 

approach and that it has already begun building a strong 

foundation for a vibrant, aesthetic, and fun atmosphere 

that will draw people to it. "   

 

Thank you to Mike and all the other talented profession-

als whose time and talents help us create a vital and 

inviting downtown Lewiston! 

INTERESTED IN                 

VOLUNTEERING? 
 

Beautiful Downtown Lewiston has            

a number of exciting and rewarding   

volunteer opportunities available.  

 
Please contact Breanne Durham at 

breanne@beautifuldowntownlewiston.org 

if you are interested in learning more. 

  

Be part of BDLôs mission to create a 

vital, inviting downtown Lewiston! 

My Architect rendering from January 2012; certain design elements may have been slightly altered since that time.  



BDL HOSTS PROPERTY OWNER EVENT 
On Wednesday, January 11, Beautiful Downtown Lewiston invited property own-

ers with vacant storefronts to attend an informal presentation geared toward shar-

ing resources and taking the first step toward filling vacancies downtown. Presen-

tations were given by Vikky Ross, owner of Morganôs Alley and other downtown 

properties; Tim Lynch, who offered examples of design elements that make a 

property more marketable; and Clarkston High School DECA students who have 

been gathering data for the last four months on creatively marketing vacant 

downtown storefronts. The event was hosted by the Beautiful Downtown Lewis-

ton Economic Restructuring Committee.  

COMMUNITY SPIRIT AWARD 
At the Lewis Clark Valley Chamber of Commerce annual awards banquet on Janu-

ary 10, the Chamber  presented Breanne Durham, BDL Executive Director, with 

the 2011 Community Spirit Award. The honor was given to Breanne for her work 

on behalf of Beautiful Downtown Lewiston. The Chamber Board of Directors vot-

ed on  all awards given at the event. 

 

Thank you to the Chamber for recognizing Beautiful Downtown Lewistonôs work 

in the community, and for being a strong partner in supporting quality business 

growth in the Lewis Clark Valley! 

NEW MEMBER BENEFIT: ISBDC TRAINING 
Each member of Beautiful Downtown Lewiston, as a benefit to membership, will now be allowed to attend one Idaho Small Business 

Development Center training per year. They may choose any existing training ISBDC provides from their annual workshops brochure. 

This benefit is provided to BDL members by ISBDC, which helps small businesses and potential entrepreneurs succeed and grow 

through consulting, planning expertise, and training opportunities.  

 

Because of the diverse topics affecting our members, BDL feels that this is a better service to our members than selecting a few topics 

per year to host, although we do plan to continue hosting specific trainings in addition to this new benefit.  

 

To utilize your training benefit, a BDL member will contact Breanne Durham (Breanne@beautifuldowntownlewiston.org) who will 

send a voucher to ISBDC with the member's business, name of owner or employee who plans to attend, and the training topic and date 

that the member desires to attend. Please make this request at least 10 days before the training is scheduled to take place. ISBDC will 

include the BDL member on their list of workshop participates. 

 

Business Members are allotted one voucher per year. Key Members are allotted two, which may be used to send two people to the same 

training or one person to two different trainings, while Corporate and Media Members are allotted three per year.  

 

Please visit www.lcsc.edu/isbdc/business-supports/training-tmp.htm  for a complete list of upcoming training opportunities.  

MURAL BRIGHTENS óFô STREET 
Main Street Lighting owners, Ron and Lonna Bishop, had a blank canvas to 

work with after the popular summer event, Movies on the Wall, moved its venue 

up the hill to Pioneer Park. Their building, located at 628 Main Street, hosted the 

summer movie series on the south side of the building until the event outgrew 

the F Street parking lot location. The Bishops contacted John Horrell, of Hojo 

Sign Art, who suggested a mural and was given creative freedom to design the 

piece of art now present on the formerly white wall. The Bishops have receive a 

great deal of positive feedback since Horrell began the process of painting the 

mural in late 2011. This mural is one of multiple new art pieces to pop on to the 

scene of downtown Lewiston in the last year.  

http://www.lcsc.edu/isbdc/business-supports/training-tmp.htm

